Local food survey

Summary in English

Local food consumption is expected to rise significantly. The size of the Finnish local food market in 2015 is estimated to be approximately 100–200 million euro.  In 2008, it was approximately 74 million euro.

The development of the organic food market in Europe and the USA has been rapid and the trend can be expected to continue with regard to local food. Already now, the attitude of decision-makers towards local food is very positive both at the EU and national levels.   

Consumer awareness of the state of the environment and increasingly high educational and income levels provide a sound foundation for the growing market for local food because the image of cleaner production and better quality is often associated with local food. In the future, environmental effects will also increase in significance throughout the food chain and consequently the ecological significance of local food will increase even more.

Food production is tightly regulated, which impedes the entry to market or growth of small local food entrepreneurs. However, the prospects for success are considerable because currently there is no strong, nationwide player in the market. 

It must also be kept in mind that Finnish farms are still predominantly small and there is potential for a joint delivery chain in the supplier market. In fact, this continues to be one of the greatest challenges for local food. The willingness to buy local food exists among various consumer groups but an efficient distribution and logistics system reducing the need to use intermediaries has yet to be implemented.
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