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NEED FOR THE STRATEGY

How can Finland act strategically, agilely and in a 
forward position in relation to natural resources? 

Growing use 
of natural 
resources, 

together with 
impacts

Increasing 
international 

importance of 
natural 

resource policy 

Rapid changes 
in natural 
resource 
markets

Interlinkages
between 
different 
natural 

resources 

Intensified 
global 

competition 
for raw 

materials Great 
importance of 

natural 
resources for 

Finland

Sectoral
orientation of 

actors and 
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natural 
resources

?
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Finlandôs national 
economy is strongly 
linked to global 
material cycles. 

Source: ENVIMAT 2009, Finnish Environment Institute

MATERIAL FLOWS 
IN FINLAND 2005 
(The material cycle includes flows of both 
materials and energy )
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BACKGROUND AND 
IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE STRATEGY

Luodin - pilot study 
on developing dialogue and 

expertise in natural resources 
(Finnish Forest Association)

Preparation of a natural resource strategy 
for Finland (Sitra)

Strengthening the coordination of 
natural resource policies 

(Governmentôs mid-term policy review, 
24.2.2009)

2007: Initiative

2008-09: Preparation

2009   : Implementation

Steps to initiate 
changes 

(actors throughout 
society)
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Persons
interested

Network of 
experts

Strategy
group

An open web - based tool 
compiled respondentsô 
suggestions on which issues 
the strategy should address, 
and how. 

An extensive network of 
experts was set up to assist 
the strategy group through 
seminars and information 
transferred via the internet. 

Wide - ranging collaboration 
involving politicians, 
administrators, business 
representatives, researchers, 
organisations and the media 
took place in all phases of 
preparation. 

THE STRATEGY WORK WAS 
PARTICIPATED BROADLY
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PREPARATORY PROCESS OF 
THE STRATEGY
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