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Big picture: economy & nature

• Economies and human wellbeing depend on 
nature

• Unprecedented gains in economic prosperity 

• No time in history has seen comparable loss of 
nature due to humans



Capacity of nature to support quality of life is declining



Biodiversity finance: status

Positive financial flows 

into biodiversity 

conservation, globally: 

US$ 124 - 143 billion 

However, agricultural, 

forestry, and fisheries 

subsidies that 

degrade nature are at 

least two to four times 

greater.

Source: Deutz et al 2020 Financing nature: closing the global biodiversity financing gap



Biodiversity finance: closing the gap

Additional funding needed 

to reverse the decline in 

biodiversity by 2030: 

~ $700 billion per year

Source: Deutz et al 2020 Financing nature: closing the global biodiversity financing gap



Mair et al. (2021) Nature Ecol Evol; based on data from IUCN (2020) The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tools/species-threat-abatement-and-restoration-star-metric

https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tools/species-threat-abatement-and-restoration-star-metric


STAR: Drivers & opportunities at global level

Mair et al. (2021) Nature Ecol Evol; based on data from IUCN (2020) The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species



https://www.ibat-alliance.org/

https://www.ibat-alliance.org/


International trade: embedded biodiversity footprint

Domestic, imported, and exported biodiversity threats by country. 
Source: Lenzen et al. 2012 updated using Red List of Species and EORA trade data. IUCN (2021). Conflict and conservation. Nature in a Globalised World Report No.1. 
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IUCN Congress in numbers…

500+
interactive 

sessions

1,000s
of participants

150+
countries 

represented

100+
motions

8
days

4
High-level 

Dialogues



Thank you


